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BOLDON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Boldon  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I hereby  submit  my  thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Health  Department,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition 
of  the  district,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  R.  W.  Armstrong. 

The  following  are  the  main  features  of  the  Vital 
Statistics  for  the  year  1953. 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  total  population 
for  the  Boldon  Urban  District  to  be  17,440  for  mid-year 
1953,  this  figure  shows  an  increase  of  290  compared  with 
1952. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  for  1953 
is  19.6  compared  with  18.5  for  1952.  The  figure  given 
by  the  Registrar  General  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1953  is  22.4. 

The  Still- birth  Rate  for  this  district  is  0.4.  The 
number  of  Still-Births  in  the  area  was  7. 

Standardised  Death  Rate. 

The  Death  Rate  for  1953  is  11.0  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  a decrease  of  1.6  on  last  years  figure.  The 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1953,  given  by 
the  Registrar  General  is  11.4.  The  Total  number  of 
deaths  in  the  Urban  District  were  187,  an  increase  of 
1 compared  with  last  year’s  figure  which  was  186. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population. 

The  number  of  Births  in  excess  of  deaths  in  1953, 
was  156,  this  figure  compares  favourably  with  that  of 
1952,  when  there  were  138  births  in  excess  of  deaths. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
per  1 ,000  live  births  is  40.0  for  1953,  this  shows  an  increase 
of  24.8  on  the  figure  given  for  1952.  The  figure  given 
by  the  Registrar  General  for  England  & Wales  for  this 
year  is  26.8. 

A review  of  the  Statistics  over  the  past  years  shows 
the  present  day  population  in  this  area  to  be  the  highest 
for  17  years,  and  the  lowest  Death  Rate  since  1946. 

Visits  were  made  to  cases  of  aged  and  incapable 
persons,  at  Whitburn  and  Boldon  Colliery. 

Posters  were  distributed  throughout  the  district  to 
remind  the  population  of  the  importance  of  immunisa- 
tion against  Diphtheria  and  Tuberculosis  posters  have 
also  been  displayed,  stressing  the  importance  of  early 
diagnosis. 

Poliomyelitis,  a summary  of  the  most  recent  researches 
in  the  diagnosis  of  this  disease  was  prepared  and  sent 
to  the  local  medical  practitioners,  for  their  information. 

Health  Department  Clerk. 

Miss  H.  Millar,  who  had  been  clerk  to  the  Health 
Department  for  nine  years,  was  compelled  to  resign 
owing  to  chronic  ill  health  against  which  she  had  struggled 
for  some  considerable  time.  Miss  Millar  w as  an  extremely 
able  and  efficient  person,  and  I sincerely  regret  the  loss 
of  her  services. 

The  department  was  without  a clerk  for  three  months , 
until  Miss  Spour  commenced  in  November,  and  during 
this  period  the  typists  of  the  Clerk’s  department  dealt 
with  urgent  correspondence,  and  all  members  of  the 
Council  Staff  assisted  by  taking  messages  and  inter- 
viewing callers  when  the  office  w-as  empty. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  support 
received  from  the  Members  of  the  Council  at  all  times. 

REGINALD  SMITH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

June,  1954. 
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BOLDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

The  Registrar- General’s  estimate  of  the  Resident 
population  for  mid-year  1953  is  17,440. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  unemployment 
in  the  district  : — 


Date. 

Males.  Females. 

Total 

31st  December,  1953 

47  37 

84 

The  number  of  unemployed  for  last  year 

was 

Date. 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

31st  December,  1952 

71  25 

96 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1953. 

Births  and  Birth  Rates. 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

Live  Births  

174  169 

343 

Legitimate  

167  167 

334 

Illegitimate  

7 2 

9 

The  Crude  Birth  Rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 

populotion  is  19.  6. 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

Still  Births  

5 2 

7 

Legitimate  

4 2 

6 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  of  the  estimated  population 
is  .4. 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates. 

During  1953  there  were  187  Deaths  registered  as 
having  occurred  within  the  district,  namely  : — 

104  males,  and  83  females. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  of  the  estimated  population 
is  10.7. 

The  following  table  shows  the  variation  in  the  Birth 
and  Death  Rates,  and  the  increase  in  population  during 
the  preceding  four  years,  as  compared  with  1953. 
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Year. 

Population 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

1949 

16,870 

18.4 

13.9 

Crude  Death  Rate. 

1950 

17,100 

17.2 

12.1 

1951 

16,740 

17.8 

12.7 

Standardised 

1952 

17,150 

18.5 

11.1 

Death  Rate. 

1953 

17,440 

20.1 

11.02 

J 

Comparability  Factor. 

The  Registrar  General’s  figures  for  deaths  include  those 
of  members  of  the  armed  forces  who  were  stationed  in  the 
area.  The  population  figures  given  are  home  popul- 
ations (i.e.)  including  members  of  the  armed  forces 
stationed  in  the  area).  Area  comparability  factors  for 
births  and  for  deaths,  allowing  for  the  differing  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas, 
are  Births  1.03  Deaths  1.03,  these  may  be  used  for  com- 
paring birth  rates  and  death  rates  with  those  in  other 
areas. 


Infantile  Mortality. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year  of  Age. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


Legitimate  7 6 13 

Illegitimate  1 * 1 


The  Causes  of  Death  were  : — 


Prematurity  5 

Cardiac  Failure  2 

Broncho  Pneumonia  1 

Atelectasis  of  the  Lungs  1 

Congenital  Atelectasis  1 

Congenital  Malformations  1 

Haemolytic  Disease  1 

Hydrops  foetalis  1 

Cerebral  Birth  Trauma  1 


The  Death  Rate  for  all  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 
is  40.0. 


The  following  table  shows  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  in  1953  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  4 years. 
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Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births. 
Year.  Rate. 

1949  32.0 

1960  23.7 

1961  16.7 

1952  15.4 

1953  40.0 


The  Population,  Birth,  Death  and  Infantile  Mortality 
Rates  for  1950,  1951,  1952  and  1953,  are  shown  below 
for  comparison. 


Year. 

Population. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Standardised 

Death, 

Rate. 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000  Live 
Births. 

1950 

17,100 

17.2 

12.1 

23.7 

1951 

16,740 

17.8 

12.7 

16.7 

1952 

17.150 

18.5 

11.1 

15.4 

1953 

17,440 

20.1 

11.02 

40.0 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

No  deaths  were  notified  as  being  due  to  puerperal 
causes. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BOLDON  URBAN 
DISTRICT  DURING  1953. 

The  causes  of  all  deaths  in  the  district  during  1953  of 
males  and  females,  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Cause  of  Death.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

1 . Tuberculosis,  respiratory  13  4 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  0 11 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 10  1 

4.  Whooping  Cough 0 0 0 

5.  Diphtheria  0 0 0 

6.  Meningococcal  infection  0 0 0 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 0 0 0 

8.  Measles  0 0 0 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases  0 0 0 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  3 5 8 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus  3 14 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  0 3 3 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  0 3 3 
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Cause  of  Death.  Male.  Female.  Total. 


14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

16 

6 

22 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

0 

0 

0 

16. 

Diabetes  

2 

2 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system  

11 

14 

25 

18. 

Coronary  disease  angina 

18 

11 

29 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

10 

10 

20 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

0 

2 

22. 

Influenza  

0 

0 

0 

23. 

Pneumonia  

1 

3 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis 

4 

5 

9 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system  

2 

1 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

0 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

2 

1 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

2 

0 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  

3 

1 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

12 

9 

21 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  

1 

0 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

4 

1 

5 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

2 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

1 

0 

1 

All  causes 104  83  187 


A comparison  of  this  table  with  last  years  shows  a 
decrease  in  deaths  from  Influenza,  Pneumonia,  Accidents, 
Suicide,  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system, 
Gastritis,  Diarrhoea  and  Diabetes  but  an  increase  is 
shown  in  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  Cancer,  Heart 
Disease,  Bronchitis,  Congenital  Malformations, 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1953. 

1 Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns). 


160 

160 

* County  Boro’s. 

Smaller  Towns 

England'  and 

(Resident 

London 

( and  Great  Towns 

Populations 

Administrabi  ve 

Wales.  including 

25,000  to 

County. 

London. 

50,000  at 

I 

1951  Census). 

Rates  per  1,000  home  population. 


Births--- 


Live  

15.5 

17.0 

15.7 

17.5 

Still  (a) 

0.35 

0.43 

0.34 

0.38 

Deaths — 

22.4(a) 

24.8  (a) 

21.4  (a) 

21.0  (a) 

All  Causes  

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.5 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

Typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

Inf  uenza  

1 0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

incl.  Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Pneumonia  

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

Notiti cations  Corr’d 

Typhoid  fever  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal  infect. 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

1.03 

Scarlet  fever 

1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

1.02 

Whooping  cough  .... 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

3.30 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Erysipelas  

0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles  

12.36 

11.27 

12.32 

8.09 

Pneumonia  

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0.73 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

incld.  Polioencephalitis 

Paralytic 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

Non-Daralytic  

0.04 

0.03 

0.04  1 

0.03 

Food  Poisoning 

0.24 

0.25 

0.24  1 

0.38 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

18.23(a) 

24.33  (a) 

12.46  (a)  | 

28.61  (a) 

Deaths — 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

All  causes  under  1 year  of 

m age  

26.8(b) 

30.8 

25.8 

24.8 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

under  2 yrs.  of  age 

1.1 

1.3 

I 

0.5 

1.1 

( a ) Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births, 
(b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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Maternal  Mortality  in  England  <fc  Wales. 


Intermediate  List 

No.  and  cause. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births. 

Rates  per 
’ million  women 
aged  15-44. 

A115. 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
the  puerperium 

68 

0.10 

A116. 

Abortion  with  toxaemia 

7 

0.01 

1 

Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy  and 
the  puerperium 

166 

0.24 

A117. 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy  and 
childbirth  

90 

0.13 

A118. 

Abortion  without  mention  of  sepsis  or 
toxaemia  

30 

0.04 

3 

A119. 

Abortion  with  sepsis  

39 

0.06 

4 

A120. 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy, 
childbirth  and  the  puerperium 

125 

0.18 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  AREA  1953. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  sputa  and  throa^ 
swabs  from  general  practitioners  are  undertaken  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Government  Buildings, 
Ponteland  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  5,  and  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Hylton  Road,  Sunderland. 
Results  and  numbers  of  bacteriological  examinations 
for  the  year  1953,  are  as  follows  : — 

For  Tubercle.  For  Diphtheria. 

Positive  5 Negative  1 

Negative  36 

41  1 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

Cars  or  ambulances  required  for  the  transport  of 
patients  are  ordered  by  the  Doctor,  Midwife,  Dentist  or 
Nurse  or  covered  by  a production  of  a medical  certificate. 
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The  principal  ambulance  station  for  the  area  is 
1 St.  John’s  Avenue,  Hebburn,  telephone  Hebburn  32157. 

Vaccination  and  Immunization. 

All  information  regarding  the  above  is  obtainable 
through  the  County  Council  who  have  a scheme  in 
operation  whereby  the  parents  of  children  who  have 
reached  the  age  of  eight  months  are  sent  an  offer  of 
Immunization,  together  with  information  as  to  where 
it  can  be  obtained  and  form  of  consent.  If  no  record 
of  immunization  is  received  by  the  County  Health 
Department  before  the  child  attains  its  first  birthday 
a reminder  is  sent  in  the  form  of  a birthday  greeting 
card,  which  also  contains  information  regarding 
immunization.  Contact  is  again  made  when  the  child 
reaches  the  age  of  four  years  nine  months.  Vaccination 
also  comes  under  the  Durham  County  Council,  informa- 
tion and  form  of  consent  is  sent  to  the  parents  of  children 
who  have  reached  the  age  of  three  months. 

The  inhabitants  are  provided  with  a Queen’s  Nurse, 
District  Nurse  and  two  Health  Visitors,  each  health 
visitor  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  a separate 
district  and  are  employed  by  Durham  County  Council 

Domestic  Help. 

Home  Helps  are  provided  for  necessary  cases  by  the 
County  Council  Home  Help  Service. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

A Clinic  for  children  under  five  years  of  age  is  held 
at  the  Primitive  Methodist  Hall,  Hed worth  Lane, 
Boldon  Colliery,  once  a week  (Tuesdays)  under  the  super- 
vision of  Durham  County  Council  there  is  also  a Clinic 
and  Welfare  Centre,  held  at  the  Wesleyan  Hall,  North 
Guards,  Whitburn  alternate  Thursdays. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases 
Cases. 

Arrangements  made  through  Sunderland  Hospital 
Management  Committee  for  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
where  necessary,  to  be  removed  to  the  Sunderland 
Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  is  still  in  operation. 

Welfare  and  Care  of  the  Aged  Sick  and  Mentally 
Unstable  Persons. 

During  the  year  I visited  several  premises  in  which 
the  inhabitants  were  old  and  unable  to  look  after  them- 
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selves  properly.  A man  from  the  Whitburn  Area  was 
taken  into  the  General  Hospital  for  treatment  and  his 
house  was  cleansed  and  redecorated  by  a relative  whilst 
he  was  away. 

He  made  a very  good  recovery  and  this  man  is  now  in 
excellent  health.  Another  case  was  visited  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  services  of  a Home  Help  to  be 
provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Several  other  cases  were  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  the  course  of  his  duties. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
during  the  year  1953  was  132,  this  figure  excludes 
Tuberculosis  and  shows  a decrease  of  37  as  compared 
with  1952. 

Measles  accounted  for  88  of  the  cases  and  showed 
an  increase  of  3 on  last  year’s  figures.  There  were 
31  Whooping  cases,  a decrease  of  26  on  last  year’s 
figure  which  was  57. 

Diphtheria.  One  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified 
during  the  year  which  was  a mild  type.  176  Records 
have  been  received  of  Immunization  against  Diphtheria 
this  year  a decrease  of  73  as  compared  with  last  year. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Three  notifications  were  received, 
a decrease  of  14  on  last  year.  However  all  cases  were 
of  a mild  nature  and  capable  of  being  nursed  at  home. 

Poliomyelitis.  One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was 
officially  notified. 

Paratyphoid.  Further  tests  were  made  of  a young 
woman  who  was  suspected  of  being  a carrier,  and  she 
was  eventually  proved  to  be  free  of  any  infection. 

Food  Poisoning.  No  case  occurred  in  this  district, 
but  a child  which  had  been  an  inmate  of  the  Children’s 
Hospital,  Sunderland,  was  transferred  from  there  to 
the  Infectious  Hospital  as  a query  Salmonella  Infection. 

Tuberculosis.  16  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  which  is  three  less  than  in  1952,  and  there  were 
three  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases,  an  increase 
of  two  on  the  previous  year.  2 Deaths  occurred  during 
the  year,  similar  mortality  to  that  of  1952. 
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Disinfection  of  premises,  bedding  and  clothing,  as 
usual,  is  carried  out  by  our  staff  where  there  is  a case  of 
Diphtheria,  and  also  for  Scarlet  Fever,  on  the  termination 
of  the  period  of  isolation  where  the  patient  is  nursed  at 
home.  Special  forms  are  issued  for  the  doctor  in  charge 
to  sign  when  he  considers  the  premises  are  ready  for 
disinfection. 

Disinfections  are  also  carried  out  at  the  houses  where 
there  has  been  a death  or  removal  of  a person  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis. 

Visits  are  made  to  all  notified  cases  of  important 
infectious  diseases,  the  history  of  each  case  taken,  and 
investigations  made  of  all  possible  source  of  infection, 
and  where  possible  the  premises  and  infectious  articles 
are  disinfected  at  the  same  time. 

Diphtheria  Prophylactic  for  immunizing  against 
Diphtheria  continues  to  be  kept  in  the  HealthDepart- 
ment  for  the  issue  to  local  doctors.  Diphtheria  Anti- 
toxin is  available  from  Chemists  and  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospitals. 

Bottles  of  Disinfectant  are  issued,  as  usual,  from  the 
Health  Department  on  receipt  of  a Doctor’s  note  or 
Health  Visitor’s  slip. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  the  chief  infectious 
diseases  during  the  quinquenium  preceding  1953,  is 
shewn  thus  : — 


1 

Notitiablk 

Diseases. 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Food  Poisoning 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis 

Paratyphoid 

Dysentery 

Popu- 
Year.  lation. 

1948  16,310 

1 

9 

| 

11 

5 

2 

i 

33 

5 

1949 

16,870 

1 

5 

16 

6 

1 

2 

36 

3 

1 

2 

1960 

17,100 

2 

5 

20 

8 

1 

1 

1 

96 

27 

9 

1 

1951 

16,740 

6 

18 

4 

3 

! 2 

65 

48 

1962 

17,160 



; i7 

19 

1 

1 

5 

| 

85 

57 

1 

3 

1953 

17,440 

1 

1 

3 

16 

3 

3 

88 

31 

1 

8 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  incidence  of  each  of  the  infectious  disoae— . 
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During  the  year,  19  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  16  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  2 deaths  occurred  from  Tuberculosis.  Both  were  Pulmonary 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  for  your  consideration  my  Fifth 
Annual  Report  which  is  for  the  year  1953. 

During  the  year  a total  of  3,276  inspections  were  made. 

Housing  is  the  duty  involving  most  time,  and  owners 
of  property  are  still  very  reluctant  to  carry  out  repairs 
owing  to  high  costs  and  small  returns  from  rent  restricted 
property,  jit  is  pleasing  to  know  that  this  will  in  some 
measure  be  alleviated  by  the  bill  at  present  before 
Parliament. 

Food  hygiene  is  a subject  whose  importance  can  only 
be  impressed  upon  workers  by  constant  repetition  and 
instruction,  and  very  frequent  and  unexpected  visits 
are  made  to  all  the  important  food  handling  premises. 
The  result  of  this  is  seen  from  the  fact  that  no  case  of 
food  poisoning  was  contracted  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  In  this  matter  also  a new  Act  is  expected 
shortly  which  will  involve  much  more  work,  but  which 
will  it  is  hoped  strengthen  Local  Authority’s  powers 
considerably. 

In  September,  we  lost  the  services  of  the  Health 
Department’s  Clerk  who  resigned  because  of  ill  health, 
and  in  the  subsequent  period  until  a new  clerk  was 
engaged  in  November,  a considerable  amount  of  work 
was  performed  by  the  typists  of  the  Clerk’s  department, 
and  members  of  other  departments  received  and  passed 
on  messages  whilst  the  office  was  empty.  To  these 
persons  I tender  sincere  thanks. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their 
continued  encouragement  and  support  during  the  year. 

R.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  district  is  supplied  principally  by  the  Sunderland 
and  South  Shields  Water  Company,  and  one  house 
secures  its  supply  from  a shallow  well. 

Analysis  of  Water  Supply. 

(i)  The  water  supply  of  the  Area  has  been  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity. 

m 

(ii)  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  were 
made  during  the  year  1953  from  various  deep  wells  and 
other  sources  which  constitute  the  supply  ; also  from 
the  various  reservoirs  and  from  consumers’  taps  and 
the  following  results  were  obtained  : — 


No.  of 
Samples 

Neg. 
in  100  ml 

B.Coli  % 

Pos. 
in  1 ml 

Pos. 

in  100ml 

Pos. 
in  10  ml 

Wells 

160 

93.1 

6.9 

Reser- 

voirs 

165 

95.2 

4.8 

3.0 

— 

Taps 

88 

92.0 

8.0 

2.3 

1,.2 

i 

(iii)  The  water  has  no  detectable  blumpo- solvent 
action. 

(iv)  The  water  is  chlorinated  and  no  contamination 
has  taken  place. 

(v)  (a)  There  are  5,431  domestic  premises  connected 
to  the  Company’s  supply  mains  in  the  Boldon  Urban 
District  Council’s  area. 

(6)  There  are  no  standpipes  in  the  area. 

A typical  chemical  analysis  and  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  the  water  supply  is  given  below  : — 

Chemical  Analysis.  Parts  per 

Million. 


Total  Solids 
Chloride 


432 

44 
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Parts  per 
Million. 


Chloride  expressed  as  Sodium  Chloride  73 

Total  Hardness  291 

Permanent  Hardness  58 

Temporary  Hardness  233 

Nitrogen  as  free  Ammonia  0.01 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrate  1 .5 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrite  Nil* 

Iron  Nil. 

Colour  (Hazen  degrees)  .25 

Suspended  Matter  Nil. 

Total  Hardness  (degrees)  20.4 

Temporary  hardness  (degrees)  16.3 

Permanent  Hardness  (degrees) 4.1 


Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  with  the  results 
set  out  in  the  table  below. 


Sus- 

Source.  Good  picious  Bad  Total 


S’land  and  So.  Shields 

Water  Company  2 2 

Land  Spring  1 1 


One  sample  of  water  was  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  because  of  brown  discolouration.  This  was 
due  to  upland  surface  water  being  added  to  the  deep 
well  supply,  the  former  having  a brownish  colour  due 
to  the  presence  of  peat  extractives. 

Sanitary  Inspections  performed  during  the  year  : — 

Complaints  received  during  the  year  177 

Housing. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts. 


No.  of  Houses  inspected  464 

No.  of  visits  made  586 
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Under  Housing  Act. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  102 

No.  of  visits  made  202 

Cases  of  overcrowding  investigated  7 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises  and  Persons. 

No.  of  inspections  41 

Miscellaneous  visits  34 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  investigated  26 

Number  of  visits  made  40 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  .. 37 

Lots  of  Bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  27 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  ...  218 

„ Bakehouses  183 

„ Fishmongers  27 

„ Ice  Cream  Premises 110 

„ Restaurants  and  Cafes’  94 

,,  Grocers  53 

,,  Dairies  13 

„ Other  Food  Premises  61 

General  Sanitation. 

Visits  in  connection  with  : — 

Water  supply  5 

Drainage  95 

Piggeries  106 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  14 

Factories  412 

Workplaces  and  Offices  60 

Theatres,  Public  Halls  1 

Rats  and  Mice  261 

Squatters’  Camps  7 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  the  year,  the  work  of  reconstructing  and 
amending  the  sewerage  and  drainage  system  in  the 
district  was  continued,  and  appears  to  be  progressing 
smoothly.  The  storm  water  sewers  will,  it  is  hoped, 
relieve  the  situation  with  regard  to  the  flooding  of  certain 
areas.  The  National  Coal  Board  have  submitted 
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proposals  to  the  Council  for  the  drainage  of  Boldon 
Flats  which  are  flooded  due  to  mining  subsidence,  and 
work  should  commence  shortly. 

The  sewage  of  the  district  is  discharged  into  the  sea 
and  the  River  Tyne,  in  a crude  state. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

A number  of  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Sanitary 
accommodation  in  the  district,  as  shown  by  the  table 
below  : — 


Type  of  Closet. 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Ash  Closets 

70 

68 

65 

65 

64 

Water  Closets 

5,373 

5,566 

5,584 

6,014 

6,168 

Chemical  Closets 

7 

29 

29 

29 

28 

Rivers  and  Streams. 


No  serious  case  of  pollution  has  occured  during  the 


year. 

Housing. 

Number  of  New  Houses  built  and  occupied 

during  the  year  154 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts 362 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the 

Housing  Act  102 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection 

with  the  above  788 

Number  of  Houses  closed  voluntarily  by  the 

owner 3 

Number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 
given  for  repair  by  owner  11 

Number  of  Houses  found  to  require  repair 

under  the  Public  Health  Act 49 

Number  of  Houses  found  to  require  repair 

under  the  Housing  Act  43 

Number  of  Houses  repaired  under  Public 
Health  act  after  formal  notices  by  the 
Local  Authority  - 4 
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Number  of  Houses  repaired  under  the  Housing 


Act  after  formal  notices  by  the  Local 
Authority 1 1 

Number  of  Houses  repaired  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  as  a result  of  informal 

action  . 45 

Number  of  Houses  repaired  under  the  Housing 

Act  as  a result  of  informal  action 34 

Total  number  of  defects  remedied  261 

Squatters’  Camps. 


Only  one  camp,  that  at  Red  Barns,  Wardley  ,is  now 
being  used  for  housing  accommodation.  There  are  now 
seven  families  in  occupation.  As  each  hut  is  vacated, 
it  is  the  Council’s  policy  to  return  it  to  the  War  Office, 
who  are  then  responsible  for  its  care. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  are  five  sites  in  the  district  used  for  the  station- 
ing of  moveable  dwellings.  The  Local  Authority  have 
byelaws  in  force  with  respect  to  camping  sites  and  little 
difficulty  is  experienced  with  regard  to  the  camps. 

The  caravan  owners  are  made  responsible  by  the  land 
owner  for  the  provision  of  suitable  chemical  closets  and 
storage  bins  for  refuse . He  in  turn  provides  water  supply 
and  arranges  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the 
refuse  usually  on  the  adjoining  farm  land.  The  majority 
of  these  caravans  are  used  only  at  week-ends  and  for 
holidays. 

Schools. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year 
about  sanitary  conditions  in  schools,  and  the  water 
supplies  by  the  Sunderland  & South  Shields  Water 
Company  are  satisfactory.  It  has  not  been  necessary 
to  take  any  action  during  the  year  in  respect  of  infectious 
diseases  amongst  school  children. 

One  school  was  treated  for  a minor  infestation  of  rats. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

338  Visits  were  made  to  factories  during  the  year, 
and  the  premises  as  a whole  were  in  very  good  order,  the 
only  defects  being  minor  ones. 

The  tables  below  are  in  the  form  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 
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PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 

(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

In- 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  local  auth- 
orities   

11 

53 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 

cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth 

(iii)  Other  Premises 

in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  

43 

3 

282 

3 

(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) . 
Total 

57 

338 

(2)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refi 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

1 

trred 

byH.M. 

Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  insufficient 
(fc)  unsuitable  or  defective 
(c)  Not  separate  for  the 

sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

Total  

2 

2 





2 

2 
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Piggeries. 

There  are  about  46  premises  used  for  breeding  on  a 
commercial  scale  producing  a large  number  of  animals 
for  bacon  and  pork.  Whilst  some  of  the  buildings  used 
are  up-to-date,  property  and  hygienieally  constructed 
others  made  of  scrap  material  by  amateur  builders  are 
difficult  to  keep  dry  and  clean.  Fortunately,  in  almost 
every  case  the  piggeries  are  far  enough  from  dwelling 
houses  to  avoid  causing  any  complaint. 

About  24  small  pig  styes  are  used  for  feeding  an 
average  of  2 pigs  each  for  private  families,  and  these  are 
cared  for  properly  and  have  not  been  the  cause  of  any 
complaint. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
direct  labour  under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
tipping  into  disused  clay  pits  and  other  sites  within  the 
urban  district  the  ground  being  afterwards  levelled 
and  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  statutory  action  has  been  necessary  during  the 
year  for  the  prevention  of  Smoke  Nuisances.  Premises 
from  which  such  emissions  could  come  are  visited 
occasionally  to  impress  upon  the  managers  and  staff 
the  importance  of  Smoke  Abatement  both  from  hygienic 
and  financial  standpoint. 

No  complaints  were  received  of  smoke  emissions  from 
colliery  spoilheaps. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming 
baths  or  pools  in  the  area. 

Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year,  2 test  baitings  of  10%  of  the  sewer 
manholes  were  carried  out  and  only  very  minor  signs  of 
infestation  were  found.  These  were  properly  treated. 
One  farmer  was  cautioned  by  the  Council  for  dismantling 
and  threshing  a corn  stack  without  first  surrounding 
it  with  a suitable  net.  I believe  these  regulations  can 
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never  be  properly  enforced  until  farmers  are  required 
to  notify  when  they  are  to  thresh  or  have  threshed  any 
stack. 

Otherwise,  the  majority  of  agricultural  holdings  are 
treated  by  the  County  Rodent  destruction  scheme  four 
times  yearly  or  more  frequently  if  required. 

One  man  is  employed  part  time  on  rodent  control. 

The  appended  table  of  treatments,  etc.,  is  in  the  form 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


Type  of  Property. 


Local  Dwelling  Agricul-  All 
Authority  Houses,  ural.  Other.  Total. 

Total  number  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority’s  District  18  5,771  66  198  6,053 


Number  of  properties  inspected 
by  the  Local  Authority  during 
1952  as  a result  of  : — 

(a)  notification  2 38  5 45 

( b ) survey  or  otherwise  67  9 2 78 


Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be  (Major) 

infested  by  rats  (Minor)  1 13  3 6 23 


Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be 

seriously  infested  by  mice  1 43  44 


Number  of  infested  properties 

treated  by  the  Local  Authority  2 56  6 64 


Number  of  Notices  served  under 
Section  4 


Legal  Proceedings 


Number  of  “Block”  control 

schemes  carried  out  1 1 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

There  are  99  premises  in  the  district  in  which  food  is 
prepared,  stored  and  sold  and  the  standard  of  accom- 
modation and  cleanliness  is  generally  fairly  good.  The 


types  of  business  are  as  follows  : — 


Bakers 

7 

Fresh  Fish 

2 

Butchers 

13 

Fish  Fryers  

7 

Cafes 

3 

Grocers  

49 

Canteens  

3 

Greengrocers  

14 

Chemists 

5 

Ice  Cream  

29 

Sweets 3 

The  following  premises  are  Registered  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  various  commodities. 

Bakers. 

There  are  six  businesses  in  the  district  in  which  baking 
and  confectionery  are  carried  on  and  which  are  registered 
for  the  manufacture  of  preserved  foods.  A total  of 
183  visits  have  been  made  to  these  during  the  year 
representing  an  inspection  about  every  12  days. 

Generally  the  premises  are  clean  and  the  workers  use 
every  endeavour  to  ensure  that  there  is  no  contamination 
of  the  foodstuffs.  The  principal  difficulty  arises  in 
many  cases  from  lack  of  working  and  storage  space,  and 
this  is  a matter  which  cannot  be  easily  remedied.  All 
the  bakeries  are  provided  with  a supply  of  hot  and  cold 
water  on  tap. 

Butchers. 

12  Butchers  Shops  are  registered,  and  of  these  9 are 
provided  with  a piped  supply  of  hot  water  usually  from 
an  instantaneous  heater.  The  others  rely  upon  gas 
boilers  for  their  hot  water  and  up  to  now  have  resisted 
all  suggestions  to  instal  piped  supplies. 

218  Visits  were  made  and  generally  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  of  premises,  utensils  and  persons- was  high. 


Fish  Fryers. 

There  are  7 registered  shops  in  the  area,  and  the 
premises,  utensils  and  persons  are  generally  clean. 
Three  of  the  seven  depend  for  their  hot  water  supply  on 
boilers  and  similar  means  whilst  the  remainder  have  a 
supply  on  tap  either  from  domestic  supply  or  by  means 
of  an  instantaneous  heater. 

5 Visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

Ice  Cream  Dealer’s. 

Twenty-nine  (29)  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice-cream,  but  only  one  manufacturer  is  registered, 
and  he  produces  only  very  small  quantities  at  infrequent 
intervals  during  the  summer  months,  in  plant  provided 
with  recording  thermometers. 

In  all  these  premises  a constant  supply  of  hot  and  cold 
water  is  insisted  on  and  the  staff  are  frequently  reminded 
of  the  ease  with  which  ice  cream  can  be  contaminated. 

In  all,  110  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  and  16 
samples  of  ice-cream  were  all  placed  in  Grade  1 . 

8 Samples  of  milk  were  all  satisfactory. 

Dairies. 

There  are  four  premises  in  the  district  registered  as 
dairies  with  the  Local  Authority.  There  are  13  dis- 
tributors of  milk  holding  Licences  for  this  service. 

The  weakness  of  the  registrations  is  that  distributor’s 
are  not  required  to  provide  a proper  place  into  which 
the  milk  can  be  received  or  stored,  nor  is  provision  made 
for  the  storage  of  empty  bottles  so  as  to  prevent  them 
being  further  contaminated  by  dogs,  cats  and  dirt. 

An  example  is  that  of  a wholesaler  depositing  bottled 
milk  in  a yard  until  such  time  as  it  is  collected  for 
distribution  by  the  retailer  and  the  latter  returning 
the  bottles  to  the  yard  for  the  collection  by  the  whole- 
saler next  day.  This  practice  could  only  be  prevented 
by  proving  contamination,  a very  difficult  thing  to  do. 

Generally  all  the  food  premises  are  well  managed,  but 
I think  that  any  alteration  to  the  law  affecting  food 
premises  should  incorporate  the  following  : — 


(1)  Provision  for  hand  washing  with  a supply  of  hot 
and  cold  water  on  tap,  soap  and  towels,  etc., 
should  be  within  the  room  where  the  food  is 
actually  prepared  or  sold.  (It  is  not  sufficient 
that  they  shall  be  on  the  premises)  and  all  food 
premises  should  have  washing  facilities. 

(2)  A minimum  standard  of  unobstructed  floor  area 
per  person  should  be  made  for  all  food  premises. 

(3)  Indiscriminate  mixing  of  business  should  not  be 
allowed  in  the  one  premises  e.g.  greengrocers 
selling  such  articles  as  ice-cream,  sausages  and 
cooked  meats. 

(4)  Head  coverings  for  male  and  female  workers 
together  with  white  overalls  should  be  compulsory. 

A food  hygiene  guild  which  was  started  three  years 
ago  died  out  due  to  the  lack  of  enthusiasm  on  the  part 
of  the  traders,  but  the  pressure  it  exercised  for  its  short 
life  resulted  in  many  premises  being  improved  and  the 
proprietors  and  staff  being  made  aware  of  the  dangers 
of  food  poisoning. 

During  inspections  every  endeavour  is  made  to  keep 
staff  of  food  premises  aware  of  the  importance  of  cleanli- 
ness, and  the  protection  of  foodstuffs  from  contamination. 

Unfit  Foodstuffs. 

Small  quantities  of  unfit  food  are  usually  destroyed  in 
the  Council’s  incinerator  or  in  the  case  of  tinned  goods 
they  are  buried  in  the  Council’s  controlled  tip. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  examine  any  large  stocks 
of  food  for  its  suitability  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered 
and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

60  Tins  of  Evaporated  Milk. 

60  „ Tomatoes. 

35  Fishcakes. 

5 Tins  of  Oranges. 

1 ,,  Fruit  Salad. 

2 „ Bourn  vita. 
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1 

99 

Spaghetti. 

47 

99 

Cherries. 

7 

9$ 

Pears. 

6 

99 

Full  Cream  Milk. 

32 

99 

Stewed  Steak 

2 

99 

Sardines 

4 

99 

Strawberries. 

30 

99 

Beans 

45 

99 

Peas. 

1 

99 

Pan  Yan 

128 

„ 

Plums 

3 

99 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding. 

14 

99 

Minced  Beef  Loaf. 

4 

99 

Apple. 

1 

99 

Bilberries. 

3 

99 

Baby  Food. 

1 

99 

Grapefruit. 

95 

99 

Soup. 

2 

99 

Beetroot. 

59 

99 

Prunes. 

4 

99 

Corned  Beef 

213 

99 

Sponge  Puddings. 

26 

99 

Damsons. 

4 

99 

Salmon. 

3 

99 

Grapes. 

2 

99 

Pineapple. 

1 

„ 

Syrup. 

1 

9 9 

Blackcurrants. 

38  Chocolate  Teacakes. 

2 Tins  of  Danish  Pork. 

2 Jars  of  Beetroot. 

108  Packets  of  Cheese  Spread. 
6J  lbs.  of  Chopped  Pork. 

12  lbs.  of  Sausage. 

29  Boxes  of  Dinkie  Rolls. 
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5 Meat  Pies. 

1 lb.  of  Balmoral  Cream  Cake. 

5J  ,,  Butter. 

17  „ Tongue. 

5 1 ,,  Luncheon  Meat. 

43  Tins  of  Luncheon  Meat. 

177  lbs.  13  ozs.  of  Ham. 

150  lbs.  8 ozs.  of  Bacon. 

19  lbs.  7 ozs.  of  Jellied  Veal. 

837  lbs.  of  English  Beef. 

70  lbs.  of  Cheese. 

Meat  and  Slaughterhouses. 

The  slaughter  of  live  stock  for  human  consumption 
for  the  district  is  carried  out  at  the  Government  Con- 
trolled Slaughterhouse  at  South  Shields.  From  there 
it  is  delivered  by  motor  lorry  to  shops,  together  with 
imported  meat  supplies. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  many  instances  the  home 
killed  meat  has  obviously  been  hurriedly  dressed,  and 
has  been  discharged  from  the  slaughterhouse  before  the 
carcases  have  had  time  to  set.  Also,  being  transported 
in  this  soft  condition  means  that  dust  and  dirt  sticks 
more  readily  to  it. 

Again  much  of  the  frozen  and  chilled  meat  has  become 
dirty  on  the  outside  and  turned  to  a very  unappetizing 
substance  due  to  so  much  transferring  from  cold  store 
to  cold  store  and  transport  in  what  must  be  totally 
unsuitable  vehicles. 

Since  bacon  and  fresh  meat  have  become  more 
plentiful  the  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  privately  has 
dropped  to  negligible  figures. 

Adulteration  of  Food. 

Durham  County  Council  are  the  responsible  authority 
for  the  administration  of  these  sections  of  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  dealing  with  this  matter  and  they 
regularly  take  samples  for  analysis. 
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During  the  year  70  samples  were  submitted  by  them 
for  analysis  42  of  these  being  milk  samples.  Three 
samples  of  milk  were  found  to  contain  added  water  and 
the  dealers  were  cautioned  according  to  the  report 
courteously  provided  by  Mr.  A.  Graham,  Chief 
Weights  and  Measures  Inspector  for  Durham  County 
Council. 
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